


in developing the skills for which) Brazillan
plavers are celebrated IS typically a small-
sided pame played on a compact field, valuing
agility and balance, caling for an aerial
approach — owing to the difficulties drbbiing
or passing -across the uneven-surface — with
an essence derved from: soccer's most
<pectacular moments valleys: and  bicycle
kigks, diving headers and the fike.

Peter Mellor,, the former Fulhdam and
Portsmouth poalkeeper, fell in love with the
high-scaring came whan he wvisited Rio's
Copacabana Beach in the late |980s That
triggered beach saccer’s American life.

"What really hit me)” Mellor says, “was the
technical -abilty. of the Brazilans, how they
dealt with the beach, with the conditions:
Straightaway | thought no wonder the
Brizilians are the bloody best in the warld, If

they can play on this, they can ply on:

anything”’

Mellar; who 'wauld serve as john Ellinger’s
goalkeeper coach at the US. under|7

residency and with Real Salt Lake, recenved

backing from Umbro — he was on the British
equipment company's - goalkeeper advisory
board — and’in |99) staged his. first
tournament. Soccer On The Beady in
Clearwater; Fla: From there, he constructed
youth -and amateur . events arcund sand
socters 1993 pro debutiin Mami Beach and
added tourmaments' in. Daytona Beach -and,
this year, Fort Myars 1o his stabla

"My staff calls me the founding grandfather
{of American beath soccer))’ Mellor says
“That's what they tell me,”

Two more pioneers Stepped in-£oon after
Dick Whaler; a former -Maval seaman who
ran Beach FC inVirginia Beach, was directed
1o Mellor by an Bmbro rep who thought the
local sands would be perfect forthe sport. [eff
Benbow broughl beach soccer to Califormia,
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starting a Huntington Beach event after playing in the
inatgural Futbel de Playa 'in Ensenada south of the
border Both new events kicked off in 1994,

“Those dre- the giams, no question.” Turman says
“Those three guys are the founding fathers of beach
sHecerin thes country.’

Wihglen, armed ‘with Mellor's: plan (Vust & white
plece” of. papen folded in Ball'") and rules supplied by
Umbrs [“Very loose, looked ke they were written by
a toupte of Brts in a2 pub’), debuted his North
American Sand Soccer Championships in a Mer'easter
with 26 teams A year liter wih better weather, entries
jumped to | 32 teams, Within five Years, it was the most
mpoctant event on the beach calendar A cash prize
lured the pros 2001 This year more than 900 1eams

Ui men s women's, coed, military and corporate
it the sand.; spreading oul amang 61 fields covering |9
blocks of Leadh.

It's & nonprofil event that
sipportsa f5-acre complex of grass
fields wsed by Virginia Beach youth |
clidbs and draws | G0000 peaple per |
day, ncluding  boardwalk.  traffic,
Besigried as a family-inendly ' festival”

& model athers follow — it features |
nighttime: play, exhitations of ather
sand sparcts (from rugby 1o lacrosse), §
ancl the centeriece is the §25000
LS Open, which draws’ an intermational field, inciiiding
the best players from Brazl'and Europe,

“Kids and parents look at ours, and others, 35 an end-
of-season fun thing to do withoit the pressure of
school ar club soccer Whalen says. VIt's a great way to
start the summer”

Benbow's. Longboard 'Classic  Sand . Soccer
Tournament has been the bipgest adults-only evem — he
started: a youth lournament this yean And while the
industry largely lollows rales; codified in 1992, calling o
a 5-an-5 pame plaved on'a fisld roughly 40 yards lopg
andl 30 yards wide, Benbiow's preferénce is 7-on-7 on a
targer pitch.

"l prefer 1o see the ball move around a bit than just

shoot it he says e had
Youth soceer {obove nod {eft) - teams play S-a-side (at
iy fireled thie-bich sorcer - other events), then came a
baont. Oppashe; frontleh: - played mine and said its <o
Farnes U5, coptoin Thomos - much better plapng 7-a-
Dogley played io Ocennside; - sicde”
Slintmears FC hrodnht i Severyl lournamernts
tems fo-the Longhoord: the Sand Duels in Ocean

A LRAARN LSRR R RRRY RN AR RN
WY __\.\'\ WO h '-:“_ 1.:"-. -.'-\'._\__\ WY \\.'\_\'-.\'Y\.‘
1 \ R AN
OO VUL,

City, Md; Vancowver’s Beach Summer Blast; Santa Crug's
prestigous,. ProsAm Championships and  later Mike
Granigan’s wildly successful Cape Express Heach Blast in
Wikdwood arrved i their swake, bt the  real
explosion has ocourred i the past three yesrs:

The: recent plants include the Copa Cabana Cup in
Saita Manica, which' has jumped from 16 to 180 1eams
in three years — founder jefl Sundy plans 1o stage events
up the Pacific coast and in LasViegas nest year— and the
Southerm Califomaa  Beach Soccer Championships n
Ciceanside, which has quickly become the Mo, 2 gvent
n the country, The event bs-modeled on the Vingna
Beach towrmament, and founders Mare Koehler and
Gino Fossi, who-akso run @ pro beach club, are working
from WWhalen's game plan

Wi weril 1o Virgima Beach, and: that was pxactly
what v wanted 1o do!l said Koehler  whasa

‘KIDS AND PARENTS LOOK AT IT
AS AFUN THING TO DO, A GREAT

WAY TO START THE SUMMER.

tournament debuted in 200650 | asked- Dick what
hed done in year five, when there was this huge
explosion in registrations, He saidk ‘Changed it from a
soccer (oumament to - festhvall IS not about the
sofrer on the pitch It & but s the anclilary things
sarmba dancing, things fike that — that makes it an event.
The soccer happens inside the festival!

The Solal ' Champonships also have -a spnifcant
professional-arm; This year’s eyent. in fate May, featured
former’ LIS, grass nationalteamers John OBrien - his
golden poal gave the ttle to Las Vagas' Palms FC
Thomis  Dooley, Shanmon MacMillan and Joy Fawreett.
Koahler & part of a group' (American Beach Soccer,
headed by PUGE Goals founder and major beach-even
spanect Bols Armedl) that 15 looking 1o unify the scene
and forge a: path o bring the US. m line with the
professional game overseas

The pro; game, featuring grass stars soch as: |unoeg
Zwo, Romano. and Erc Cantona, has: grown steadiy
sncea | 997 prewew event in LA and the 93 debut in
Miarmi Beach, Beach SoccerWorldwide runs a prafitable
Europedn leapue and a workl pro tour and stirted the
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